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For Basic Hurricane Information

 Pinellas County’s Hurricane Guide
°* WWW. pmellascounty org/emergency
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What is the Saffir-Simpson Scale of
Hurricane Intensity?

e Created by:




What is the Saffir-Simpson Scale of
Hurricane Intensity?

 Categories of storm
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What the S-S Scale does...

 Provides a way to roughly measure
hurricane intensity

- Gives a fair estimat

-
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What the S-S Scale doesn’t do...

 Glve an exact, detailed prediction of

storm effects
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39 — 73 mph

| Storm:
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Tropical Storm Allison
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Tropical Storm Allison
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Other Notable Tropical Storms

e 2001 TS Gabrielle
« 1996 TS Josephine
« 1979 TS Claudette
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. 74 — 95 mph

Category 1
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Hurricane Agnes
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Hurricane Agnes

Homes that just could not withstand the tremendous force of the
water at the beginning of Charles Street, Wilkes-Barre.
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Category 2: 96 — 110 mph

« Example — Hurricane lke
— September 1 - 16, 2008
Landfall — -
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Hurricane lke
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Other Notable Category 2 Storms

2004
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Hurricane Elena
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Hurricane Elena

Photos courtesy of the
St. Petersburg Times
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Other Notable Category 3 Storms

Ina, 2005
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Category 4: 131 — 155 mph

« Example — Hurricane Hugo
— September 9 - 25, 198
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Hurricane Hugo
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So, why not just worry about big storms?

e 1851 — 2006 Hurricane Strikes on
Mainland United States (279 strikes)
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Deadliest US Landfalling Hurricanes

. Galveston (1900) 8,000 — 12,000 (Cat 4)
. Lake Okeechobee (1928) 2,500 — 4,000 (Cat 4)

1
2
3. Katrina (2005)
4
5

_ouisiana (18t
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Costliest US Landfalling Hurricanes

Katrina (2005) $81.2 Billion (Cat 3)
Andrew (1992) $40 (Cat5)
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So, does it really take a Cat 5?

ne Katrina
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Get Ready for Hurricane Season

« Know your evacuation level and
evacuate when ordered

Build your h ;
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